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[Place: The rented Math premises at Belur.
Time: February, 1898}
Swamiji has removed the Math from Alambazar to
Nilambar Babu's garden at Belur. He is very glad to
have come to these new premises. He said to the
disciple when the latter came, "See how the Ganga
flows by and what a nice building 1 I like this place.
This is the ideal kind of place for a Math." It was then
afternoon.
In the evening the disciple found Swamiji alone in
the upper storey, and the talk went on, on various topics,
in the course of which he wanted to know about Swamiji's
boyhood days. Swamiji began to say, "From my very
boyhood I was a dare-devil sort of fellow. Otherwise,
do you think I could make a tour round the world without
a single copper in my pocket ?"
In boyhood Swamiji had a great predilection for
hearing the chanting of the Ramayana by professional
singers. Wherever such chanting would take place in
the neighbourhood, he would attend it, leaving sport and
all. Swamiji related how, while listening to the
Ramayana, on some days, he would be so deeply
engrossed in it as to forget all about home, and would
have no idea that it was late at night, and that he must
return home, and so forth. One day during the chant
he heard that the monkey-god Hanurrdn lived in banana
orchards. Forthwith he was so much convinced that when
the chant was over, he did not go home straight that night,
but loitered in a banana orchard close to his house, with
the hope of catching sight of Hanuman, till it was very
late in the night.
In his student life he used to pass the day-time only
in playing and gambolling with his mates, and study at
night, bolting the doors. And none could know when
he prepared his lessons.